Patients, patient records, and ethical principles.
This paper argues that the "fair information principles" are an insufficient guide to the ethical treatment of patient records, because they lack a proper theoretical basis, are procedurally as well as substantively incomplete, and are ethically dangerous. The paper shows how more appropriate guidelines can be developed by treating patient records as patient analogs in decision-space and applying ethical principles to them. It extends this to a sketch of how a Code of Ethics for Medical Informatics Professionals can be derived in a similar way. The application of ethical principles to patient records is also explained and defended.